Although several species of animals have been reported to be susceptible to staphylococcal enterotoxin, Dack (1956) stated ". . . no experimental animal has been found that will react to the small amount of enterotoxin sufficient to cause severe reactions in man." Of the few animals regularly used to determine the presence of toxin in test samples of material, the Macaca mulatta monkey fed by stomach tube probably gives the most reliable results, since elaborate controls to eliminate nonspecific reactions sometimes noted in parenteral administration of samples to cats, pigs, and other animals are not required (Surgalla et al., 1953) .
A direct comparison in susceptibility of Macaca mulatta and man to enterotoxin has not been reported, but rough estimates indicate that man is many times more reactive than the monkey (Dack, 1956 ). This paper presents data on the reaction of a small group of chimpanzees to staphylococcal enterotoxin which indicate that this species is one of the most susceptible experimental animals available.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Partially purified enterotoxin from lot 2H528A-Bi was prepared by Dr. M. S. Bergdoll (1956) and kindly supplied by the Food Research Institute, University of Chicago. This material was derived from aerated cultures of S-6 strain isolated from shrimp by Dr. J. Evans in 1947. The lyophilized, flocculent powder was readily soluble in water which was used as the restoring and diluting fluid for administration. Dilutions were made to give the desired toxin dose in 30 ml volume for stomach tube feeding of monkeys and in 0.5 ml volume for addition to the food of chimpanzees.
Toxic levels of the sample of enterotoxin had been determined by feeding tests using 30 MIacaca mulatta monkeys. Table 1 summarizes the results obtained from three levels of toxin administration.
Five chimpanzees, 3 male and 2 female, varying in age from 1 to 6 years were borrowed for this study several weeks after the termination of other experimental work in which they had been used. All were in good health and ranged in weight from 11.5 to 21.5 pounds.
Five hours prior to their regular daily feeding, each chimpanzee was given a peeled banana which contained a measured volume of aqueous toxin solution in its core. Each animal consumed his banana entirely, assuring ingestion of the respective quantity of toxin. During the period from toxin administration to regular feeding time, the chimpanzees received only water. They were placed under constant surveillance for the first 6 hr for evidence of toxicity, particularly retching, vomiting, or diarrhea. This surveillance was continued with observations at periodic intervals over the following 2 days.
Four unused Macaca mulatta monkeys weighing approximately 5 pounds each were fed appropriate quantities of toxin solution by stomach tube as controls for the experiment. They were given food and water immediately after toxin feeding, and were closely observed for 6 hr. Further experiments with additional chimpanzees of equal size would probably disclose a variation in individual susceptibility similar to that noted among monkeys (Surgalla et al., 1953) and man (Dack, 1956 ). Nevertheless, chimpanzees might serve in experimental studies where high sensitivity to enterotoxin is required.
RESULTS
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SUMMARY
Results obtained from feeding graduated doses of partially purified enterotoxin to a small number of chimpanzees indicated the following:
Chimpanzees were susceptible to small quantities of the toxin and react similarly to man, the degree of response was related to dosage, and the chimpanzee was more sensitive to enterotoxin than the Macaca mulatta, perhaps placing this animal in an intermediate position between monkey and man in susceptibility.
